Come Fly withMe
Dear youth and
friends in Christ,
In May we're
reminded to
honor our
mothers and this
we turn to Mary,
the Mother of
God, to guide us.
Growth takes time, and like flowers under
the sun, our faith thrives when rooted in
Christ.

This month, I invite you to:

» Honor those who care for you

» Stay patient and faithful

* Pray with Mary, who leads us to Jesus
You are deeply loved, and God is working
in your life even in the waiting. Keep
soaring with faith, hope, and love. I look
forward to seeing you at a next ERCM
Night and upcoming retreat events!

~ Fr. Samy, Spiritual Director ~

Join us!
Call 929-561-8301 or visit
www.eaglerisingnyc.org to learn more and

see upcoming events.

r e

There seems to be
a division in the
belief of the true
Biblical
significance of the
Virgin Mary
among Christians
especially between
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Catholics and the
other denominations. First, many are
doubtful that she was indeed a virgin who
bore the Son of God. Surely, science
proves otherwise where a male and
female are needed to procreate to form
another human being with X and/or Y
chromosomes, right? Isaiah 7:14
prophesies ~700 years prior to Jesus
Christ's birth that "...Behold, a virgin shall
concelve and bear a son..." Indeed, in
Genesis 3:15, God chastises the serpent,
"I will put enmity between you and the
woman, and between your seed and her
seed...". Because only a man can have a
'seed', the only possible way for a woman
to thus have a 'seed’, no matter how many
scientific and cosmic permutations one
makes, we derive at this very divine
conception of our Messiah through Mary;,
the handmaid of the Lord (Luke 1:26-38).
In John 1:1, we read of Jesus, " In the
beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God." If
the Ark of the Covenant (Exodus 25:10)
was revered because of its housed

contents, the tablets with the Ten

The founder’s message continued.

Commandments and thus, God's Word,
then Mary who 'housed the Word' for at
least 9 months of her pregnancy should,
therefore, be equally revered. The
Protestant Reformation culminated in
questioning the role of the Virgin Mary as
one trying to usurp and take the focus off
Jesus Christ. Indeed, if Christ is the only
mediator in the New Covenant (Hebrews
5: 3-6), why do we need Mary to mediate
our prayers? Well, in James 5: 16 we read,
"...pray for one another that you may be
healed. The prayer of a righteous man has
great power in its effects." In a similar
way that we ask a close friend, a family
member or our very own mothers to pray
for us, we are simply asking them to
intercede for us through their prayers.
Here, due to the foregoing maternal

relationship
between Jesus and
his mother, I don't
really know
anyone more
righteous than the
Virgin Mary to
intercede for me,
do you? At the

wedding at Cana
in the Gospel of John, Mary interceded on
behalf of the wedding couple when the
wine ran out, and it resulted in Jesus
transforming water into wine. But of
course, the self-declared "true believers"
also argue that Catholics actually pray to
W F A srhaps we do!?
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A Tribute to Our Holy Father: Pope
Francis (1936-2025)

Born Jorge Mario
o Bergoglio in
Buenos Aires,

)
ﬁ. - Argentina, Pope
A ,
. Francis was the
first Jesuit and the
o first pope from the

Americas. Elected
in 2013, he chose
the name

“Francis™ after
Saint Francis of Assisi, reflecting his
mission to serve the poor, promote peace,
and care for creation.
Throughout his papacy, he called the
Church to “go forth™—to listen, welcome,
and heal. His care for the marginalized
and vulnerable defined his legacy.
Whether washing the feet of prisoners,
embracing the sick, or urging global
leaders to protect the planet and the poor,
he embodied the mercy and tenderness of
God.
Despite 1llness, one of his final public
moments was on Easter Sunday, when he
stood in St. Peter’s Square and offered his
“Urbi et Orbi” blessing—a message of
hope, peace, and love.
On Easter Monday, the world grieved the
passing of our beloved Holy Father.
Known as the “Pope of Mercy,” he led
with humility, compassion, and deep
devotion to the Gospel.
We pray during Novenediales—nine
sacred days of prayer for his soul. As we
await the election of a new pope, all eyes
will turn to the
chimney of the
Sistine Chapel,
where black
smoke signals
no decision and
white smoke
announces a
new pontiff has
been chosen.
Let us continue
to pray for his
soul and the
future of the
Church. Eternal
rest grant unto
him, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine
upon him.
~ Andrea, Chairperson ~

The founder’s message continued.

The word "pray" actually comes from the
old English phrase, "pray thee", which
later evolved into "prithee", meaning " to
ask" or "request”. While taboo tabloid
junkies looking to poke holes at
everything will surely protest, " Ahah!
How will you differentiate 'praying' in
context between Mary and Jesus?" Well,
fortunately it's very simple. It's the same
way how a woman loves her husband yet
also loves her father. Surely you don't

need a genius to figure
out that "love" here
doesn't mean that the
affection 1s of the same
nature both ways, does

it?
Another pet peeve for "reformed
believers" is that it 1s almost nefarious to
refer to Mary as "Mother Mary". Well, in
Luke 1:43 Elizabeth laments, " And why
1s this granted me, that the mother of my
Lord should come to me?", mirroring 2
Samuel 6:9 when David referred to the
Ark of the Covenant, "...How can the ark
of the Lord come to me?"

In fact, the Greek word *“Theotokos",
translates to “God Bearer” or "Mother of
God". Because Mary is the mother of
God the Son, she is therefore duly
entitled Theotokos.

In John 19:26-27, crucified, Jesus said, "
Woman, behold your son!" and then to St.
John the Evangelist, "Behold, your
mother!"

This Mother's Day, while we importantly
honor our mothers, let us also reflect on
this true importance of our everlasting
relationship with our mother in heaven,
Mother Mary.

~ Founder, Dr Vic Joseph ~

Luke 1: 30: "Do not be afraid, Mary, for
you have found favor with God. And
behold, you will conceive in your womb
and bear a son, and you shall call his
name Jesus."
OUR PRAYER
Lord, guide us to be of service to you and
others. Inspire us to care for all your
creation, especially the youth. Fill us
with truth, hope and love in all that we
do. Unite us to faithfully journey
together with you, as we work to build
Your Kingdom within our community.
~Serviam~

In Focuysy

May is a month of sunshine, beauty, and
honoring the women who reflect God’s
love. From mothers to grandmothers and
spiritual guides, their care teaches us
patience, strength, and grace—much like
Christ’s love for us.

This month, let’s reflect on a mother’s
heart:

* Love freely

» Be present

» Lead with
compassion
And let’s live
with:
 Gratitude — for
those who
nurtured us

» Honor — for
the mothers
around us

» Kindness — to carry that love into the
world

Let’s celebrate the gift of motherhood and
reflect it in our lives.

YoutivCorner

April Recap: Divine Mercy & Trust

In April, we reflected on God’s endless
mercy through the message of Divine
Mercy shared with St. Faustina. We
learned how Jesus invites us to trust Him
at every stage of life and celebrated
Divine Mercy Sunday—a time for healing
and renewal through prayer, Confession,
and Communion.

Scripture focus: Psalm 86:5

“You, Lord, are forgiving and good,
abounding in love to all who call to you.”
We were reminded that mercy is a gift we
receive—and one we’'re called to give
through love and forgiveness.
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